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Abstract:

Climate change is leading to variations in weather patterns and an apparent increase in extreme weather
events, including heat-waves. Recent heat-waves in Europe have led to a rise in related mortality but the
adverse health effects of hot weather and heat-waves are largely preventable. Prevention requires a
portfolio of actions at different levels, including meteorological early warning systems, timely public and
medical advice, improvements to housing and urban planning and ensuring that health care and social
systems are ready to act. These actions can be integrated into a defined heat–health action plan. This
guidance results from the EuroHEAT project on improving public health responses to extreme
weather/heat-waves, co-funded by the European Commission. It explains the importance of the
development of heat–health action plans, their characteristics and core elements, with examples from
several European countries that have begun their implementation and evaluation. -- Publisher's description.

Source: http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/95919/E91347.pdf   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Temperature

Air Pollution: Interaction with Temperature, Ozone, Particulate Matter, Other Air Pollution

Air Pollution (other): SO2;NO2

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Author(s): World Health Organization (WHO)
Year: 2008

Editor: Matthies, F.; Bickler, G.; Marin, N. C.; Hales, S.
Publisher: World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Europe (Copenhagen,

Denmark)
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 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Morbidity/Mortality

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: pre-existing medical conditions

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function
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 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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